WASHI NGTON METROPCLI TAN AREA TRANSI T COWM SSI ON
SI LVER SPRI NG MARYLAND

ORDER NO. 16, 214

IN THE MATTER OF: Served February 19, 2016
Application of DC LI MO WORLD | NC ) Case No. AP-2015-207
for a Certificate of Authority -- )

Irregul ar Route Qperations

Applicant seeks a certificate of authority to transport
passengers in irregular route operations between points in the
Metropolitan District, restricted to transportation in vehicles with a
seating capacity of less than 16 persons only, including the driver.
The application is unopposed.

The Conpact, Title Il, Article XI, Section 7(a), authorizes the
Commi ssion to issue a certificate of authority if it finds that the
proposed transportation is consistent with the public interest and
that the applicant is fit, willing, and able to perform the proposed
transportation properly, conformto the provisions of the Conpact, and
conformto the rules, regulations, and requirenents of the Commi ssion.
If the applicant does not make the required showi ng, the application
nmust be deni ed under Section 7(b).

An applicant for a certificate of authority nust establish
financial fitness, operational fitness, and regulatory conpliance
fitness.? A determination of conpliance fitness is prospective in
nature.? The purpose of the inquiry is to protect the public from
those whose conduct denobnstrates an wunwillingness to operate in
accordance with regulatory requirenents.? Past violations do not
necessarily preclude a grant of authority but permt the inference
that violations will continue.?

Applicant verifies that: (1) applicant owns or |eases, or has
the nmeans to acquire through ownership or |ease, one or nore notor
vehi cl es neeting the Conm ssion’s safety requirenents and suitable for
the transportation proposed in this application; (2) applicant owns,
or has the neans to acquire, a notor vehicle liability insurance
policy that provides the minimm anount of coverage required by
Commi ssion regulations; and (3) applicant has access to, is famliar
with and wll conply with the Conpact, the Commission's rules,

1n re Reliable Linb. & Bus Serv., LLC, No. AP-12-183, Order No. 13,775
(Feb. 28, 2013).
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regul ations and orders, and Federal Mtor Carrier Safety Regulations
as they pertain to transportati on of passengers for hire.

Nor mal | vy, such evidence would establish an applicant’s
fitness,® but applicant’s president, Haider S. Ai, has a record of
controlling a conpany with a history of regulatory violations --
Washi ngton DC Bus Charter LLC, t/a DC Lino Wrld.

. H STORY OF VI OLATI ONS

According to records obtained from the Virginia State
Cor poration Conm ssion, Washington DC Bus Charter LLC was formed in
Decenber 2009. VASCC records further show that as of March 15, 2011,
M. Ai was listed as Washington DC Bus Charter’s resident agent and
with a “status” of “nmenber/manager” and a mailing address of 5524
Henpst ead Way, Ste 100, Springfield, VA 22151.

Passenger carrier records obtained from the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Adnministration on March 15, 2011, show that Washi ngton
DC Bus Charter LLC held USODT No. 1976232 on that date, operated under
the trade nane, “DC Limp Wrld’, and maintained an office at 1500
Massachusetts Ave., NW Washington, DC 20005. The mmiling address
was listed as P.O Box 111, Springfield, VA 22150.

Recor ds obtai ned from ww. Mant a. com on March 16, 2011, |ikew se
showed “DC Linb Wirld” maintaining an office at 1500 Massachusetts
Ave. and further stated: “Haider Ali, President, updated this conpany
profile on 02/02/2011.”

Conmm ssion records show that as of March 15, 2011, the Wbsite
www. dcl i mowor | d. com adverti sed passenger transportation within “the
Washington DC netropolitan area”, including “Dulles Airport G ound
Transportation to and from Washington DC’. According to the Wbsite,
DC Limb Wrld s fleet included vehicles seating 10, 12, 14, 15, 16,
20, 22, 26, 30, and 32 passengers. Such service requires a WHATC
certificate of authority, but no WHATC certificate of authority had
been issued in the nane of Wishington DC Bus Charter LLC or DC Lino
Wrld. It thus appeared that as of March 15, 2011, Washi ngton DC Bus
Charter LLC, t/a DC Linmb World, was in violation of Regulation No. 63-
04.

WVATC Order No. 12,771, served March 16, 2011, directed
Washi ngt on DC Bus Charter LLC, t/a DC Lino Wirld, to imediately cease
and/or refrain fromviolating Regulation No. 63-04 and gave it 30 days
to show cause why the Commi ssion should not assess a civil forfeiture.®
The order also gave Wshington DC Bus Charter LLC, t/a DC Lino
Wrld, 15 days to request an oral hearing.” The order was nmiled to
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5 In re Washington DC Bus Charter LLC, t/a DC Lino Wrld, No. MP-11-025,
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M. A, President, Washington DC Bus Charter LLC, t/a DC Linmo Wrld,
P.O Box 111, Springfield, VA 22150, and delivery was accept ed, & but
t he Conmmi ssion received no response.

WVATC assessed a civil forfeiture of $750 agai nst Washi ngt on DC
Bus Charter LLC, t/a DC Lim Wrld, on My 16, 2011, in Oder
No. 12,859 and set a 30-day payment deadline.® The order was nailed to
M. A, President, Washington DC Bus Charter LLC, t/a DC Linmo Wrld,
P.O. Box 111, Springfield, VA 22150, and delivery was accepted, ! but
t he Commi ssion received no paynent.

WVATC | ater obtained an injunction against Wshington DC Bus
Charter LLC, t/a DC Linmp World, on June 13 2012, and an award of $370
in court costs on July 12, 2012, fromthe U S District Court for the
District of Colunmbia. The Conm ssion has yet to receive paynent.

1. APPLI CANT' S RESPONSE
M. Ai denies culpability in a statenent supporting the
appl i cati on:

I (Haider S Ai) formed a LLC conpany nhaned,
Washi ngton DC Bus Charter DBA DC Linmp World back in 2009.
| did not do business under this conmpany nane and deci ded
not to get into the Transportation industry. The office
at 5526 Henmpstead Way Suite 100 Springfield VA 22151
along with the conpany was shut down inmediately after a
nmont h. The phone nunber and website ww. dclimoworl d.com
and all the other things and services associated wth
this conpany were also sold in 2009 to another conpany. |
am unaware of the $750 civil Forfeiture against nme or the
conpany and | am unaware of the $370 judgenent again[st]
DC Linmo World. Furt her nore, I never received any
docunentation that | have to conme to court and | have no
idea why | was taken to the court in the first place.

In a separate statement, M. Ali further declares that he only
recently repurchased the rights to ww. dclinmoworl d. com

The website ww. dclinmoworld.com was purchased by dc
l[ino world back in 2009 and then sold back in 2009 to
anot her person. The Whois Record states that it was
registered to M Irfan Hassan. The latest record
indicates that this website ww.dclinoworld.com has been
purchased back by DC LIMO WORLD recently along with the

8 The order also was mmiled to M. Al at 5524 Henpstead Way, Ste 100,
Springfield, VA 22151, but returned “uncl ai med”.

° In re Washington DC Bus Charter LLC, t/a DC Lino World, No. MP-11-025,
Order No. 12,859 (May 16, 2011).

0 The order also was mailed to M. Ali at 5524 Henpstead Way, Ste 100,
Springfield, VA 22151, but returned “uncl ai med”.
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entire website, which is currently disabled due to a
pending application wth WRATC and waiting for an
approval .

M. Ai does not identify the alleged purchaser of his conpany

in 2009, and he offers no docunentation of its sale — in 2009 or
anytime el se. In any event, although VASCC cancelled the articles of
organi zation of M. Ali’s conpany in 2010 for nonpaynent of fees,
M. Ali was still listed in VASCC records as the conpany’s resident

agent and nenber/manager in March 2011 at or about the tinme the
subj ect violations occurred, as noted above.

As for Wbsite ownership, M. Ai docunents M. Hassan's
affiliation with the DC Limp Wrld Wbsite using “Wwois” Wbsite
ownership records from GoDaddy.com Inc. Those records do not connect
M. Hassan to the Wbsite prior to Novenber 2, 2011. Whoi s records
obtai ned by WVMATC in early 2011, on the other hand, list M. Ai as
t he adm ni strative cont act and t echni cal cont act for
www. dcl i mowor | d. com as of April 25, 2011, which was shortly after the
first of two violations noted in WWATC Order No. 12,859, and shortly
before the second, but in any case well after 2009, when M. Ali says
he sold his conpany and Wbsite.

[11. LIKELI HOOD OF FUTURE COWVPLI ANCE

VWhen an applicant or a person controlling an applicant has a
record of violations, or a history of controlling conpanies with such
a record, the Conm ssion considers the following factors in assessing
the likelihood of applicant’s future conpliance: (1) the nature and
extent of the violations, (2) any mtigating circunstances, (3)
whether the violations were flagrant and persistent, (4) whether the
controlling party has nade sincere efforts to correct past m stakes,
and (5) whether the controlling party has denonstrated a wllingness
and ability to conport with the Conmpact and rules and regulations
t hereunder in the future. ™

Advertising and perform ng WVATC service without a certificate
of authority are serious violations. There are no mtigating
circunstances in the record before us, and the violations in this case
conti nued despite fair notice. G ven the contenporaneous docunentary
evidence that M. Ali was in control of Wshington DC Bus Charter LLC,
t/a DC Linbo Wrld, and its Wbsite, when the violations of record took
place in March and May of 2011, and considering the absence of such
evidence to the contrary, we find that those violations, and the
failure to correct them® should be factored into our assessnment of
applicant’s fitness.

2 Order No. 13, 775.

2 See In re Shirlington Limb. & Transp., Inc., No. AP-02-20, Oder
No. 6709 (June 21, 2002) (paynment of forfeiture corrects past m stakes).
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V. CONCLUSI ON

On this record, we cannot say that applicant has denpnstrated a

willingness and ability to conport with the Conpact and rules and
regul ati ons thereunder in the future.®

THEREFORE, I T IS ORDERED that the application of DC Linp Wrld
Inc for a certificate of authority, irregular route operations, is
her eby deni ed wi t hout prejudice.

BY DIRECTION OF THE COW SSI ON; COWM SSI ONERS BRENNER, HOLCOVB, AND
DORMBJ O,

WlliamsS. Mrrow, Jr.
Executi ve D rector

13 See In re Adepeju Akinto, t/a Advantage Servs., No. AP-13-368, Oder
No. 14,601 (Feb. 26, 2014) (denying application where applicant’s vice
president aware of unpaid WVWATC forfeiture assessed against carrier
control |l ed by vice president).



