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By petitions filed November 7, 1974, the Black United
Front {BUF) requests that (A) a subpoena issue compelling the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) to make
available certain information and (B) a subpoena issue compelling
D. C. Transit System, Inc. (Transit) to make available certain
documents. On November 20, 1974, WMATA filed an answer to the
petition.

~ The BUF submits that the information is essential for the

preparation of rebuttal. statements to be filed pursuant to our
Order No. 1359, served October 10, 1974. With respect to the
requested information to be made available by WMATA, BUF alleges
that it is relevant to the determination of how the restitution
fund may best be applied. With respect to the requested documents
- to be made available by Transit, BUF alleges that they are relevant

to the determination of the ability of Transit to respond to
restitution awards. :

WMATA answers that several of the records pre-date the
acquisition of Transit by WMATA 1/ and are not separated or
categorized by District of Columbia ridership. To the extent that
the records are available, WMATA indicates that it 1is ready,
willing and able to supply the information requested. However,
WMATA requests the Commission to reguixre BUF to pay any cosis
incurred in the production of such information. ‘

The basis for BUF's petitions for subpoenas was its
allegation that the requested information was essential to the
preparation and submission of a rebuttal statement. On November 12,
1974, BUF filed a rebuttal statement. Accordingly, we are of the
opinion that these petitions should be dismissed without prejudice
to BUF's filing other petitions requesting the same or similar .
information at some other time. ' ‘

1/ WMATA states that it took over the operations, facilities,
books and records of Transit under date of January 14, 1973.



THEREFORE, IT TS ORDERED:

1. That the petition by Black United Front reguesting
that a subpoena issue compelling the Washington Metropolitan
Area Transit Autherity to make available certain information

be, and it is hereby, dismissed without prejudice.

2. That the petition by Black United Front requésting

that a subpoena issue compelling D. C. Trangit System, Inc.,
to make available certain documents be, and it is hereby, dismissed

without prejudice.

BY DIRE ON QF, THE COMMISSION:

“

WILLIAM R. STRATTON
Vice~Chairman
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