
WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D. C.

ORDER NO. 2177

IN THE MATTER OF: Served December 10, 1980

Application of WHITE HOUSE ) Case No. NP-79--07
SIGHTSEEING CORPORATION, et al., )
to Determine Compliance with'WMATC )
Safety Regulations and to Evaluate )
Common Control and Corporate Status)

By application filed November 21, 1980, White House Sightseeing
Corporation seeks reconsideration of Order No. 2156, served
October 24, 1980, only as to the amount of overcharges found to have

been unlawfully collected during the period December, 1979, through

August, 1980. To justify a reduction of said amount ($48,628), White

House submits exhibits showing (a) the amounts actually collected from

purchasers of sightseeing tickets during the involved nine-month period

and (b) its calculations in support of a proposed finding that the

actual overcharges amounted to $22,118.50.

The applicant acknowledges that its late production of records

showing overcharges forced our staff to rely upon a statistical sample

for estimating the total amount of overcharges inflicted on the public.

Such methodology can never be as reliable as actual summation of all

overcharges, and our review of the data now supplied by applicant

reveals that the heretofore uncontested estimate made by our staff is,

in fact, too high. Unfortunately, applicant's calculations are also

erroneous. Our review of applicant's data shows that actual

overcharges during the involved period total $27,112.12, some $4,993.62

over the amount admitted by White House.

Applicant errors stem from two sources. First, White House

calculated only net overcharges, including offsets where it failed to

collect the full fare to which it was entitled. While the staff used a

similar methodology in calculating its estimates so as not to unduly

penalize White Rouse by an admittedly inexact procedure, such

generosity is not warranted where an item-by-item addition can be made.

Secondly, minor arithmetic errors were discovered.
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A prime purpose of this proceeding is to determine how much

money was unlawfully collected from the public. It is not our
purpose, except to the extent that mathematical estimates may have
required some equity , to make White House whole for its failure to
collect authorized revenues. No legal or equitable basis exists in
item-by-item circumstances for permitting White House to claim its

undercharges as offsets.

Moreover, White House is apparently still charging rates in
excess of those permitted under its WMATC Tariff No. 2. For example,
during the period August 22 through August 31, 1980, applicant's
charged $35.50 per person for its tour number 9 where the correct rate
should have been $ 32.00. These excess charges apparently have been
inflicted despite our previous orders directing White House to charge
only those fares published and approved in its WMATC Tariff No. 2.
Hence, the public is entitled to additional compensation beyond the

$27,112.12 found herein to have been overcharged during the period
December, 1979, through August, 1980. Appropriate corrective measures
will be ordered.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the above-referenced application for reconsideration
and petition to reopen the record in this proceeding are hereby
granted.

2. That White House Sightseeing Corporation is hereby ordered
to adjust the non-cash reserve account entitled "Commission Ordered

Reserve " to show an amount of $27,112.12 until further ordered by the
Commission.

3. That this proceeding is hereby reopened and. White House
Sightseeing Corporation is directed to file no later than
January 10, 1981, additional exhibits, in writing and under oath,

showing the data contained on the exhibits filed with its application

for reconsideration for the period September 1, 1980 , through
December 31, 1980.

4. That White House Sightseeing Corporation is hereby directed
to charge and collect only the fares set forth below for individually-
ticketed sightseeing operations conducted within the Metropolitan
District:

TOUR NUMBER AMOUNT

1 $ 9
2 9
3 10
4 15
5 15.50
6 16
7 23
8 10.50
9 32
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5. That this proceeding is hereby held open for such further
adjustment of the "Commission Ordered Reserve " account as may be
warranted by the exhibits to be filed as directed herein and for such
other action as the Commission may deem appropriate.

6. That, except to the extent ordered herein , the directives
of Order No. 2156 continue in full force and effect.

BY DIRECTION OF THE COMMISSION, COMMISSIONERS SCHIFTER, SHANNON AND
CLEMENT . Commissioner Clement did not participate in the consideration
or disposition of this case.

WILLIAM H. McGILVERY
Executive Director


